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MEMURANOUM FOR:  The Directer of Gentral laalligence

BUBIECST: ~ Fropossl o Trassfar Certaia Eﬁﬁﬂ Responsibilities
‘ o aaﬂ ":tff Funetions te (1A - '

i, Faﬁnwzm

e ‘T':a thmim the ClA mmm on tai&}seﬁ propeual of ﬂm Deparie
wean: of the Intarior. .

2. FACTS BEARING CN THE PROBLEM:
. Existing arrangemonts foy ”o;»nﬁm of gase:isers of
foreign geagraphic nanies have besn fwa‘ to be unsatiafagtory te the
Deparimant of thy Intevier. .

’ 4. The &mu of Geography is th: staff camponent of Inteviar
responnivle for undertaking foreign nams ressarch and maintaining current
foreign name filen 89 8 major aspeat of ite stalf fungtion 10 the inter~
departirentsl Board cu Geographic Names (BGN). It is meinly supporied
in this mk by CIA fandy (Annex A). S

c. lainriar propuses M CIA spsume tm rasponsibilitics and
staff functicas for foreign geographie names and render siaff Sssistance
to the Subgorcinittes on rmm Namss of BN (Aasex B). .

4. Under wtﬁag legielation (Annexes O and D) the Board,
“subject (o the approval of the Zeevetary of the Interiar, has the duty of
formulating prisciples, policies, gind procedures for domestic and huign
names to serve tbe interssts of thes Federal Governmesnt sad the general
public, sad for deciding m standard nanies and theiy ovibography for
official uss. The Secr has the duty of providiag assistance to the
Board and promulgating the nan:e decisions of the Board.
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. 2 Fﬁmin swgupuc names Ars MM through m \
_gazetieers to serve the intelligence requiresnenty of ths goveramoen: sad -
through BOGN gaseitears to serve the puslic in‘srests. The fe“ip umc
Hais are idontical for beth nam {Aasnex L),

-3, DASCUsIION:

8. The Dnﬂrtm of tlw Inum eonsidars the nnamh o
fmmiw geographic names sod the related aems flie maintenance sud
service te be unrelated to its departmental missien aud functions, In
consequence, it proposes thet ClA sssume the reaponsibilities sad stafl
. functiens for this work since it is masinly sugperted by ClIA funds under
the NI& Frogram. Accepitnge of thls proposal would involve the Rdminie-
trative transfer to CLA of all wr r:out of the stafl of the Office of Geography,
Interior; the furaishing of staff support to the BGN Bubsommities sm Forsiga
Naeres; and the aasumption of responaidility for foreign geographic nhroes
in the interest of the Federal Goveramaent and the general publie if th intent
of the Act is t> be fulfilled. - : ,

. Irrespactive ut Interior's positon, it te difficult to see how
1A could sccept 83 & maiter of somanon concern vesponsibilities which
transcend the intelligonce fleld. It might be argued ihat the Sscretary of
the Inturior could be prevailed upos to retain his agminsl respoosivilities
under the Act and ssrvice through the Board the psblie requizements and
queries on foreign nmmes, Even so, the rescarch staff, presenily the
Gifice of Geography, Intarior, would have to be called upon 16 furaish ihe

~ dsta to support theass raquirements. The preposed irausier of these

fmtettm o CIA would necessarily faveive this Agency in such setivities.

“¥ne NI ghsettesrs serve lntelligence requiraments only. It has besn cur -
. position te fulfill this reaponsibility oaly to the polnt whare & self-supperting
- BAN public gasetissy pregrar: chn sventusily take over &nd service bath
goverarmeat sad public needs. In the interim, howewver, it is sswencial to

) mmmgtnct nesds 1o hive the foreign ssmes canbiluy maintateed.

€, This leads to the yauibﬁuy of porne othery G@Vimmzt
department or sgency taking oo the focreign neres responsinility, Since
the Arany Map Fervice (AMS) malatains & foreign aimes activity Approxi-

mbtely &8 m;«u ar tm presently condusted in the Utlice of Geography, Interior,
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and the mv r Zevvicas hau anig P ERVETY T xmmm in this mm, AMy
might ba cundidered by sowe 88 an appropritte recipleni of this re-
epongivility. Where at all pessible, AMS follows BON foraign nara
policy and is the largest user of foraign sames in its production of
large«scals mapn of foraign aress, Zvenif assigned foreign naves
responsibility, the A activity ia this field would probably continue
to be directed pricarily towned fulfillment of the Army's operaticnal
requirements, with & coassquent 1aek of assurance that CIA's requests.
for schaduled support to the NIS gaseitesr and editing programs would
be shiained or ihat the vest of the B, . Gavernment or pudlic would he
adoguatoly served as required oy the Aci «« the latter Mug in ma img-
range interesis ax the ganetiesr pmgum

4. ’thn Dmrtmnt of State, mwr. isina wauiw to sarve
dizactly the public interests; has & primary responsibiliry in roatters re-
lating to foreign arens; snd has long raletained an active intarest in the
formulstion of forsign geographic nimae policy, paricularly in relation
1o sovercigniy ciaimse snd actions by lsreige governments. Net over-
‘urdened by its own sperationsl regnirerzents for foreign aames, the
Deparieont of Staie would ba in o favoratle position to provide suppert

to the N15 gazeiteer progrsm:, the BEN public gasstteer pregrawm, and
otherwise to serve both Qovernient and public requirements. ClA
esuld ¢ontinue to furaish fsads for the NIS manuseript and ;émag work
a8 it sow does with Imﬂcm

<. z;axﬁcwr:swasz

8. The proposal of the Departrrent of the Interior t» transfer
ts CLIA certain respensibilities and staff functions relating to foveign
geographic names invelves requiverents zeyond those of the intelligance
cormrnunity. v

_ . The intelligence requiremens for forsign names are
ymumty being f.lfilled by the NI gasetteer program; bhowevwsr, it s

the TIA position to rely eventuslily su the BON progran: of public gaseitecrs
as the pricary source of forsign geograpbic names.
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£« For the sbove Tebsang, i1 fflmﬁcraﬁ uawise for this
Agsucy to ccopt Interior's proposal. ‘

d. uf other geverament mdﬁa. ihe Departnent of State
Appears s have the most suitable gavirsament for assur ing the vo-
apafncmu&u and ataff functions relnting to foreign geographic mames.

. & Foreign mame requirernents of the ineiligence sommuniiy
could M«qmtr be satisfied under that arvangement.
3. ACTION RECCMMENDED:
It is recommendsd ihat the DGl m accept the propesal af

the Departrcent of the Interior, and that snsther departnicnl, mest
logically the Department of State, e considered in lieu of CIA,

- 25X

Assistant Direc:or
Basie Intelligence

25X

. UII0C B, GUTHE
: Assistant Divector
Research aad Reporis

.
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~of tha Interior t2 the Director of Central Inteiligence (with
ew:lmurn). and w?zqum inttar dated 1’ June 1956,

WI Fablic Luw 242 « 80tk Coagress t‘:upur 330 « Lot ﬁanim
- [5.1262]  Approved 25 Juy 1 | | VJ_ .

" {D} Seaats R%wrt Mo, 208 of the Commitieos oan F‘tﬂblie :..,uu on
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B} Letter from DD/ to !ﬂﬂﬂ« f}mrtm of BON, dn.wi
x‘ March i’iﬁ. _

GQNCQ&RB:N 5]

X1 . | | ’
L JUL 11956
o D71 i Date

The proprzety of CIA assummg thxs functmn is open to serious quesnon.
' It may well be possible, however, that Department of State properly could
assume this function if requested by the Depa,rtment of Interior,
s/ JOHN .......mezs.a__..
Acting ~ CGenersl Ceunsel Date ‘
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 Board on Geographic Names

The BEIN is cherged oy stdtute with the standardizaiion of
geographic pames in the Unitod Statee snd {ts posvsvoliony, ud atl
foreign srems. With the scvation of the NIS Prograw in 1948,
there wss & need for ihe development of goreticers to inaurs
aniforr.ity in geographic numes throughout the approximatsly
85 different sections snd reluted base maps of the NIS for which
produciion respossibility was wgsigned ro more tham 4J differont
componsnid of IAC 8nd non-lAC agencies. Arrsngements were
raade, therefore, to flscaily suppori the BGN o8 8 continuing
basis in the preparation of gazetieers for the NIS Program.

in sddition to the production of the gazetisere the BGN also
reviews for geoygraéphic narce cousietency all the contribotions
receivad frioin the more than &0 contributors to this program,
At the time shis gasetteer prograéy wus slaried &hek’@ WErE Bo
other gazstteers in extistsnce suitavle for NIS purposes, aad
there is still no other gezettesr progrér in being that can mest
requirements of the NIS Progran. -aad the fntelligence commualty
as a whole. ~ I

Gazeiteers have beeh produced on more than 85 of the 103
land arcas of the we 1d, However, necause of the urgency of
_mwaking approved standardized geogrephic nen.es @available to
NI producling offices in the sarly stages of the NIS Progran.,

mogt of these gometiesrs wers preduced in prelimm&ry forin
witl, the vealization that further nsine resedrch and expansion
of theee gopetteers would e nscezsarxy to fully mget NIS
requiren:ents. Revision of theee preliminsry ghmeltsers ls
now underway. o

CONFIDENTIAL
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SpectBieaily, the Clfice of @%y* »z:;wg,u Bapsyteneud of by Intwrioe,
poviorme thy followlny eorvides ) ed dewedens o eeutrlbudieg te @
Hodemal Iateliigence Burvey

ud cadiprd geepropids
RUTAQY :é@‘y wwaﬁmtﬁm aamii @aauﬁzrimu@g w Lmo ‘&'E&@ﬂ@ '

?@@@@?@bu

: cien far dnd oidag ww@
DB mw\é by @il @@&@xﬂbm&m sgeasies ke tholy preparadss
ef KIS Secteas sud ethow @ﬂmﬁmwu

@ur® predeced by he centwibaiineg
apencioe (w %@ eourse ef sieh Husrl pobvy. Thip wmmewnss
editimpy the tont ond ae @@mgaw;ﬁlné wloy, Houros, sud mape
for secureey sud constdacy of geemraphie wiwms wobpy ef
oppreximately 330 MIS olowseata,

4. Performs suck othes susvicen 0o tha edtiang of
rupplomentdry feegraphic niuwme ots, thy miloteminss
af & goegroghle mame laguirics vervice, ond the fopuasse
&f gavettooy correciden Moo,
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My deor My ﬁu.ueé:

v.:.~,,»,, W our @iw&m@smm toduy t&w WW‘% of ‘e&w
Interior proposss that the Centrel Lntslligesos Agancy errange %
prepore gRsstieers of forslign guograpnic e Xtm:w rsther thin
continue to trecsfer fusde to Wby Offics of feography of ukis
Deportmsnt Por|this woyk. Further, the Centrel Iw&l&igww Azeuey
would nesuwss the very limited respouyibility of Maﬁam@ 3 1ie'e
- assistencs io the f@wlgm gubosud thew of thw B,cwmﬁ OB @wm@d&ia

3¢ @m itiown oF ab suelteers of
Porign sopes bove boos Fomed bo by wrntioselory to i “WM
T prepeirsiios of .sm,,::& e Loy Lo ” Imww
T . b e WAL B niie B LR ;j bl e @ﬁwl.w
o 1 Few @m@&e%ﬁc g~

gl\uﬁﬁiﬁ DY LS sreste Y g #loo
'cmuaﬁ }9%‘@?@* A ;

it erreagastate vith respect to the Iaterdsporimestol
rephic Nomse mmm reunla onehiomed. The boesd hoy
in enrryley owt the geegrephlc
\E'J@ ‘W@}g&m m& @aa oi‘ L wwm

ghzetteer vork 2pf i additlon hs weuls provide the Boowd vwith whate
sver staff eszistomee ite Subesiwities on Foursign Buuge m%&a m
connaetion with foreign ntwss decieioms. Lilewisw, the | :

of the Interior weuld amwm% @ expevvive dlrecter Br domastie

newss stendsrdlestlon vork o would Be an offielal of owr Geologlesl
Survey owi viao wenld provide the Board s 3@@@@2&1%@9 on Pomestic




Approved For Release 2005/02/17 : CIA-RDP62-00631R000200190006-5

Names wit}::_
. mlskoQu;ﬁ
“as 2 wholas

to the appr

vf;rmuimtiqg prinei ples,
ad foreign amnsy,

“domestic g
thelr ory
w“nviding
of the Boa

resgon why
bility witd
principies)
respect to
any specle]
focordingly,
arrange (o,

Le clisnts

'Uuder existing legislstion (61 Stat. L56) the Bourd

ed.

¢

L interest in this sape

whaceverfsﬁaff &asist&nce Lh&t Subc it e'needs.‘ ;¢
providg the very limited fneilitfes aseded for the Bonsd
aa uiatinguished from its subcoﬁnitt@eﬁ

sub ject
che Lotericy, h@w ?be @awy of

ares Lo be followed for
g the ztendsrd niwes &nd

ovel of ths Secn retary

policies and

ang Yoo

gr&p?y for ity
#ii&t@&@& Lo the i

*nc aearehﬂry :? he'lﬁtt"*Q; @hcdl@ x@t&in such & responsi-
respact to Toraign nimes. The same spplise to &ppro“img
pcl'e*es snd pIVLeﬁurPﬁ forvuleted by the Board wit
fereigm geogw&pa;n Dy Tniw Depsrigent dose oot & L&V%
ot geogrephic name wors .

it i supﬁeatr& that “he Central Yn&e@iiéﬂncﬁ ﬁgﬁﬂuy
pr@duae uvhatever gazetteers of ¢orel an AELGL LOGY and

it

Subcommitiae -

. t. ]

such 8g
is J,udc"".’a{,
have to be
ferred to

members'qf

X concur;’

] v
Ascigtant S

Lfﬂﬁﬁd and et [t remder gtary &aqﬁ;tpnce to the Bosrd's
Horetgn Numes. ‘ o

f y0u'ﬁgF9ﬁ with the *)Wénvizg Hﬁf;“ééi caffeat
eement by your signing end returning this letter to me. It

of of course, that certain adminietrative arrangaeents uau’”
lmmde, perticulerly wits FeEpELt Lo perscnugl to be trans-

ity Acency Trom the §rfice of Geography. Admlaletrative
ecx‘ct&ry Be&sle; of the Depunriment would cooperdte with

yuur ‘stef? on corpistioy Lhege nrrangexents.

B0 be given

i

S.ncerelf JLars,

Aswisisant Secretary of the Intérior

Direcior, Ce

Hen, Allen
Director

F“anﬁ& Inta

W&shfngioa

Eng&aﬁ@g&&‘

1

atral Zn»el)igencu Agency

¢ QL&.},J 8S

-

i@lgencw Ag@mey

5, B.

2 <

C.
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Legislation:

The Bosrd:

AT TSN i

Fupctions:

Punds:
LR

S5taff:

M

Activities:

{v}

the Bourd; he ghi

ke LA DRire 2

of ihe Yellowlwy Mp@mmwﬂ Biake;

by , Yost Orfics, agriculture, Commercs,
0, Ceatrul Iatelllgence hgeacy, Libriry

| wcv«vumemt‘vrigtim@ oeiies.

P

o tﬁ@.m@g&@y&i of the SecrotBry,
Lo Wames ghERY forsulete prizeiples
wo b tolloved Yor éssesble ®od

oreigs meess sl tedr ,:tgagxquy Poyr obPlelal wiw.

5 o

g 2lef¥ st ibe Soore naeds Bo perfens L Yanmesiloo:

Keeyp ascesiary r

¥
: P I - , . SR EER .
soords | provide physiesl Twellilitie

procelpete tie maus dselilons oY
Board.

{a) Por dumestic ndme sovk. Hows 3lmee Fisoal yoir O
{See Teblie A)

,(b) For foreign sows work. {See Teble %.)

rreelily 8ll of vhowm dare gt
yue oY

Approxisstely 3G m@fa@m@;v wd
in prepeping gowwlieers of forelgn geographic
the CI& aad its clieat i@uk@i@ﬁd ‘ .

(&) Dosestic coms work. Declzions on comparatively fow
&loputed name caves. NO “mpwpmmwm {wability to
obtain ony epproprigticas for OPfice of Geogrephy negal
previsions of the lew directing stoodssdigetion o8
tomeetic remss. Domestic map wnlog sgeacies coader
goographic nume funcilion i J { ‘
W@zmmﬁ&,mmewa@@mw
Por adjndieation. Hew guadyongle wAPE Sre gl
year conteining th@u@&uuw of wigss wLihout e
sidsyatios by the dcerd on Geogrdphle Hawey

GTElcg.

4,
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Dempreatlion

S e i A e SR

{b)  Foreign Naue Work. - Comslste
gazetieers (lists of newes in a
longituds 8nd latitude} for woole rios, rondersd
ioto the Romsn alphabet publishsd in bosk Zore.
bisputes 86 o proper ramss are rordg. Qasellewis are
used For prepuring forelge wips by CIL wed 1t oliwad
bgenciss. Thoussnds of geogrephlc nwres Cppudr i A
slogle ghzetiser.

guly of coumpliling
Lg orwer with

There i1 & very sbary iive betwesy Soussiic spd fovelyx
némag.  Yhe HBowrd Lo crgonised cs Tollows:

Execuiive Bubcorsitiey
Domeatic Subcosesittes
Forelgn Bobeciwitioe

sepirite. S

Bre ERolyE
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“TU0FFIZE OF THE

ASSISTANT. SECRETARY - . o
’ e CUNITED STATES:
DEPARTMENT OF THE N
T  WASHEA TON

June 29, 19%6

My dear Mr, Dulles:

. Upén my return to the office yesterday I ‘ L
reflected upon our interesting conversation with |
reference to a proper home for the Division of
Gsograpby. 1 can well understand your problem
of finding appropriate space and facilities for the
Division, ‘and in that connsction i bave discussed
with my associates here the possibility of assisting
you by permitting the Division to stay im the build-
ing here until you can make the NACEESATY arrange- ’!
ments in your own buildings, : '

" lam pleased to report that we will bg glad
to havs the Division of Geography remain hers for
& reagonable period while you solve thig problem.

Sincerely yours,

‘-” A f' 5_11'/‘5”,,”;“: . e )

Felix E. Wormser
Assistant Secretary

Honorable Allen W, Dulles
Director . .

Central lhtéuig’gnfc.e Agency
Washington 25, D, C,
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of meeting ansl stafl assistance to the Board. “The staff shall be raspes
sible to the deereiai y, who snsll preecribe its relations to the Board as.
the committees of ﬂie Bossd. The Secretary may ssablish from time
to time, upon recommendation-of the Board, sdvissry éosnumiitees of
United States citizens who are recognized experts in their rawpective
fields (o assist in the solution of special problems erising under this Act.
Szc. 5. For the guidance of tg: Federal Gowwnment, the Secretary
shall promulgate in the naine of the Board, from: time to time and in
such form as will carry out the purposes of this Act. decisions with

(Pox. LAVW} 2

" pespeot to geographic naines and principles of geogrs hic nomencla-
geograj P p £ g;‘ P

mﬁm ortho%mphy. The Secretary shall also furnish such addi-
tional information with respect to geographic names as will assist in
carryin% out the purposes of this Act. '

8ec. 8. With t to geographic names the pertinent decigions
and principles issued by the Becretary shall be standard for all mate-
risl published by the Federal Government. The United States Board
on Geographical Names in éhe Depariment of the Interior created
by Executive order, is hereby aboli i, and the duties of said Board
ape transferred to the Board hersin created, and all depurtments,
bureaus, snd agencies of the Federa! Grovernment ahall refer all geo-

phic names and problems to the suid Bosrd for the purpose of
3 imimtmgduplicatmn of work, persounel, an: amtbori{{.

Sxc. 7. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as applying to the
neming of the offices or establishments of any Federal agency.

Sec. 8. There are hereby authorized tc be sppropriated such sums
83 may be necesssry to carry vut the purpuses o this Act.

Approved July 2§, 1947,
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Dapartuont of ohe Inverior,
Washingtos, May -5 07

Hon. Hugh Butler,
Cheirean, Public lands Cusaitiee, Usited Statzs Senate,

Hy Dear Senstor Butler: Reference 1s sede (0 your regusot for
report on S. 1262, a bill to provide a ceatrel authority for - g
geogrepbic nemps far the puupose of silwiostioe duplicetion v
iting such namee samong the Federal Departwente, and for otheér purpuis
I strongly recommend that S. 12062 be enecied.

Tha bill would kuthorize:

Lo gy

£

L

1. Pexrforwmeace of fuwicticns necessary (or the nationsl socuriy;
defense, ard for orderly end «fficieat conduct of Jovernment buslussy.

2. Centrelixstion of autbority ad operations;
3. Kllwinstion of duplicasion of merecaunel and axpense;

k., Contiouation of services 1a&t neve bHeer reniered Lor wore Lhss
50 yeare.

The bill is ldentical wiwk H R. 13%° ss amended and reported cut oy
upanimous fevereble vote by the House Public Linde Commitiee. The
bill before smendmeni nad been given unenimous spproval oy the Ad-
visory Committee of the present Board e Geographicse) Kemes and oy

all the Pederal agsncles reprezented on the committee. It is beliwved
that the esendments, incorporwted iv o. 1262, will be acceptable vo &l
concerned.

More then half e century wgo, 1o 1090, the original U.ited Statss
Board oo Geographic Remes wes created by Executive order of President
Benjsmin Harrisom, to give officiml muthority to a spontaneously wrgnsdzed
inmterdepartments) commdties, wvith the ooject of bringing about "unifeiw
usage in regard to geographlc nomencleture aond orthogreaphy . # # @
throughout the exacutive depurtmenis of the Govermment” and deciding
"all unsettled questions concerning geogrepbic names vhich arise in che
departments.” It had become spperent at that early date that confustiow
erising from incorrect or comtrudictory nwmes for pleces wd natural fas
tures was costly to the Govermment and to the country &t larse, sand thai
& central authority was required to decide upor nasws mod their Porms
vhich would be official for the use of the Govearmmsnt. Different Mas €
or spellings for the sawe places were deing used on paps issued by ii¢-
fersnt agancies, or in publicationg of & single agency, anl {n goae Lo-
stances even on the sime page of & publicstion. In other casax ats e L.
neame vas 0ot in doubt its spplication veried greatly. One ggency , for
instence, might apply » nswe to the vhole course of o river, vhilg su-
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otlsr sgency spplied that coma owly to. 8 bremeh of the ceoo rivor.
euch 08806 1ofEreuces to the fuaturc by niws Uere meblp s
rogudire & elarification vhich ouly en imsartis) eentral
ebls to provide frog data in it¢s possession ur Recurwd f
Pargons snd businees fires In ecmwvnltivs vhere the pest 3
reilvay statiom nems or both are nov the suus & tho corwsdiy o o
heve sxperienced amncying &nd expersive difficulties ond delays in the
dslivery of eail emd freight. 1

©r tho

fvo Bxpcutive owders of Prusident Tbecdore Roosevelt in 1906 sa-
lerged the duties of the Bosrd, changed 1te nawe to United Staves Jeo-
grephic Board and grented ii sdditions] sdvisory posers with regucot oo
wap preparetion. Thuss latiar povers vere subsequsnutly traneforsvd by
Bxpeuviive order of Presidsut Woodrow Wilson in 1919, to the Bowsd of
Burveye ard Maps. Is 1934 President Presklin D. Roosevelt by Rxsoue
tive order abolishod the United States Geogrepulc Board end Srensforreld
its powers, duties, reocords, wvd personnel to the Department of the lu-
torier. The Becretery of b Interior establisbed s Division of Ueorraphic
Mmes aad ap Advisory Comittes on Geographic Remes and provided
by depertssntal order Lo 1935 thet these two units, together, should con-
gtitule the Unltad Stetes Bosxd on Gacogrephical Reses. In 198 the
Sacretary of the Interiocy provised by departasntal order that the Uulted
ftates Bourd om GCsogrephicel Bames should be composed of & Division
Geography and en sdvisory cowadtioe, and clarified the duties snd reln-
tioms of thess two umiie. ' |

R 2 S s 1 TN

Uotil 1920 &1l expensss of the Baord under the reyuirementz of whe
Bxacutive orders had been met by the represented buresus. This unbuei-
pesd like Tinkncing impossd reel baxdiceps upoa the work. The first spe-
cific spproprietion for the Bowrd was made rfor 1920 for the publisbing of
docisions. Beginming with 1927 the appropristios also covered exlsries
axd othor expenses. Appropristions.tben were msde contipuously to thr
Caited Stetas Ceogrephic Board until the trunsfer of 1ts functione to Lo
Departmsnt of the Ioterior. Tharearter fusis for the parformsnce of
these functions vers provided i the snousl appropriatiocuns for the Deparsy.
ment of the Interior through 1987, with the exceptiom of 1 vear in waicn i
the work wes fioenced entirely from Wer Dapertment sppropristions. In SR
1943 the Corps of Rugineers of the Wer Dspartment offered to provide LA
through transfer the funds pscessaxy to reorginize amd staff the agescy o
imesdiately on the expended seals requisite to muet military end paval
posds, This vas dons, and othsr transfers heve since been made to wwdt

-authorization for the geographic-names work has been suggested Wy the
Appropriations Comeittees of both Houses. The uncertainty as to the
logel wuthorizstion for the work is also illustrated by the action teken
i the eppropristion items. For 1986 e request wes wade for an appropria-

~ In recent ymat;he ‘desirgbi.lity of obtelning p@m.bent slegislative
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tion for the Division of Geography to epsble it to rendsr tid to civilien
ageecies requiriag informstion and decisions on disputed nemes, the War
Bepactment eving indiosted its willingmess t0 coutione to fimducs thw
Roavy progres roquired directly by war ectivities. In ity ruport the
Bouse Approgristions Commities stated that 1t wes "lapregsed with the
lugortancs of e work sod the efficlemcy with vhich 1¢ is baing per-
forvmd, " vet took the positice that the Wer Department should comtivesd

to provide twhe fuads unill efcer the cwsacticn of hostilivies. T Sesawte
reRtored the ltem, aud the conference commitien agreed op & sewll apuro-
Wwistion Por the umistensnss of baslc records end riles smd for werk oo
problase of agemcivs other thew the War end Mevy Dupertasote. Wheo

W 1907 spprepeietion requedt ves submitted the Bouws: Approprletiows
Cosnd hss mrumbed o very godesd suw Yor 1ilke purposdss bot this ien wvase
Bede s oubloot of & poiet of cndcs on the Ploor of s Souse tnd coricken
from the BL1L om e growed thed tos e0civity wes wobv swiborised vy web~
etawive legislaticm. The Swcale sguiv vevtored the [hem, aod the Wit
erigiselly gromted wes egrond Lo im e coufTresce cowmdties, resulilsg
i an approprivtios Chat cam be cousidewed owly & & toker that the Pae-
tlead Gre eseantied irn seecetise ve well sg in verties.

Yoo enectmest of 8. 1202 wwisé provide the réguisite stetutory basie
for e oumtinwencs of & progrem shiodk the Cougress e considered
werthy of swgport for wors thew 25 years, sod would eliminats the possi-
bllity of & poimt of wder bulmg wds and swieived sgaioet & fatwre -
progristion item for thie webivity. Eor such or how litile sdght be wede
svadlable for the googrephic-naumss werk io exy glven yser would be de-
terminsd wosudlly by the Congrsse, iu escordeancs with its Judgmsnt o o
the cwrrent meeds for fuch work wod over-all bulgetsucy resources. Tow
functions porovided for wurs ssdectially the sames g thowe now being dis-
ohergad. Its provisions would ccdily, io stututory form, the dutles which
e Pivision of Geogropny, as the desigoated sgent of the Secretary of the
Interior, aond the Advigory Comasiites bave been performing. Section 2
of the bill establishes 2 BSosid e Geogrephic Wemes to replose the prewent
AMvisory Commlttes wvith ilocresssd dusiss weld powsrs. The weebership
o Wis Bogrd would comsist of representetives of certaln Pedaral ageacics
moed o deeipmted in the bil) together vith sush representatives Pros
other Federel ageucies &8 Vb Sscretery, won the sdvice of the Sewrd;
frem tisme to time determioed to b& desireble. :

Boactmsnt of this legisiation vould not invalidate decisiony, divections,

and policles now in @ffect, since these would be affirsed under the ued
euthority. - It should also ve pointed out thet there are olrcumtionces
undar which the use of the standerd geogriphical nemes detorained wder:

- existing prooedures, 88 coafirsed by the bill, -would be inappropriats,

swsh as in certsin historicel meterials, documents requiring use of cfficia
titles of countries insieed of thé namesz by which thay sve oxdimarily
desigacial, or fecsimile reproductices «f som-Oovervment moteriel. Ye

By also be lmprecticable ueder wame comditicme for wmaterials prisbel in whe
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£481d by the arwed forses in vertime, to esploy only standerd nameSe:
The provisions of the proposed legislation are sufificiently flexitda to
permit such exeeptions to be dstermined edmivistretively rether
being perwansmtly fixed dy statute. '

Peoause of the urgency of your request it has not boen possible to
cloer this report through the Buresu of the M¥get. Tharefors, no
cooml taewmt 03n be wads concerning the relsticaably of tha foragoing views
o «he proyvem of ths President.

Sipcarely yours,

- OBCAR L. CHAFAAN,
Under Secretary of the Interior.
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